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Table 1. Bacterial Isolates from Purulent Skin and Soft-Tissue Infections in 11 U.S. Emergency Departments.*
No. of Patients Enrolled ~ MRSA MSSA Other Bacteria  No Bacterial Growth
Site (N=422) (N=249)7  (N=71) (N=64)i (N=38)
number (percent)
Albuquerque a2 25 (60) 10 (24) 37 4(10)
Atlanta 32 23 (72) 4(12) 3(9) 2 (6)
Charlotte, N.C. 25 17 (68) 0 4 (16) 4(16)
Kansas City, Me, 58 43 (74) 6 (10) 4{n 5{9)
Los Angeles 47 24 (51) 6 (13) 8(17) 9(19)
Minneapolis 28 11 (39) 4(14) 9 (32) 4(14)
New Orleans €9 46 (67) 11 (16) 9(13) 3 (4)
New York 20 3(15) 3 [40) 5 (25) 4120)
Philadelphia 58 32 (55) 12 (21) 12 (21) 2(3)
Phoenix, Ariz. 30 18 (60) 8(27) 4(13) 0
Portland, Oreg. 13 7 (54) 2 (15) 323 1(8)

* A total of 31 cultures, including 10 cultures from which MRSA was isolated, were polymicrobial. Because of rounding,
percentages may net total 100. MSSA denctes methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus.

1 P<0.001 for the test for homogeneity of MRSA prevalence across sites,

i Other bacteria isolated were as follows: MSSA (17 percent), streptococcus species (7 percent), coagulase-negative
staphylocecci (3 percent), and Proteus mirabilis (1 percent).

NEJM. Moran et al. 355 (7): 666
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All new chemical entities, 01/1981-06/2006, by source (N = 1184).
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ICONOTIDE (FORMERLY SNX-
111, Neurex Pharmaceuti-

Context Ziconotide (formerly SNX-111) selectively blocks N-type voltage-sensitive
calcium channels and may be effective in patients with pain that is refractory to opioid
therapy or those with intolerable opioid-related adverse effects,

Objective To assess the safety and efficacy of intrathecal ziconotide in patients with
pain that is refractory to conventional treatment.

Design, Setting, and Patients Double-blind, placebo-controlled, randomized trial
conducted from March 12, 1996, to July 11, 1998, at 32 study centers in the Unifed
States, Australia, and the Netherlands. Patients were 111 individuals ages 24 to 85
years with cancer or AIDS and a mean Visual Analog Scale of Pain Intensity (VASPI)
score of 50 mm or greater. Patients were randomly assigned in a 2:1 ratio to receive
ziconotide or placebo treatment.

Interventions Intrathecal ziconotide was titrated over 5 to 6 days, followed by a
5-day maintenance phase for responders and crossover of nonresponders to the op-
posite treatment group,

Main Outcome Measure Mean percentage change in VASPI score from baseline
to the end of the initial titration period.

Results Of the evaluable population, 67 (98,5%) of 68 patients receiving ziconotide
and 38 (95%) of 40 patients receiving placebo were taking opioids at baseline (median
morphine equivalent dosage of 300 mg/d for the ziconotide group and 600 mg/d for
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