GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

The general education requirements of Becton College were designed to allow for flexibility and choice.  In advising students, consider the following five points:

1. Although students may still opt to take ENGW 1102, they can also satisfy the requirement by taking a Writing Intensive course (WI) in their major discipline. 

Writing Intensive: Every semester, Becton College will designate certain courses as WI.  Writing Intensive courses are those in which writing is an integral part of the learning process.  The course grade is hence directly tied to the quality of the student’s writing as well as to knowledge of the subject matter.  WI courses allow for frequent and extensive writing projects involving significant research in the discipline.

2. Whenever possible, students should be encouraged to waive requirements if they have demonstrated proficiency in those core competencies (in mathematics, computer skills, foreign language and physical education).

3. Although students may opt to take a foreign language at the 2003 level, they can also satisfy this requirement by taking a Culture Course (CU) or by approved Study Abroad.

Culture: Every semester, Becton College will designate certain courses as CU.  These are courses that intend to prepare “world citizens through global education,” the University’s Mission. Through immersion, these courses provide knowledge and understanding of culture, language, geography and global perspectives in a multidisciplinary, intercultural and ethical framework.  

4. Students should be advised to “double-dip” certain courses, so that a Humanities requirement, for example, could also satisfy the Distance Learning requirement.

5. Because the “left” side of the checksheet is smaller, the once “free elective” area has been expanded to encourage double-majors, minors, clusters, and internships.  Help students formulate their own interests by electing groupings of courses.

Minors: Minors are 18-24 credit programs that can be either within disciplines (like Literary Studies or Mathematics) or multidisciplinary (like Women’s Studies or American Studies).  More information on the Minors is available within departments and from Becton College.  Students are encouraged to broaden and deepen their education by choosing minors, rather than haphazardly taking “free electives.”   “Declaration of Minors” forms are available in departments and in the Records Office. 

Clusters: Clusters (9-12 credits) are groupings of similar courses. Taking courses in clusters (like Children’s Studies or Medieval World) is yet another way for students to organize and classify their free elective courses into meaningful patterns. Indeed, taking courses in a cluster can also be a good way for students to test whether they would like to pursue a minor or double major.  Departments and programs will make available lists of relevant clusters.  Although clusters will not be listed as such on transcripts or degrees, they can be highlighted in letters of application and recommendation.

